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SELECTMEN’S REPORT. 


The Selectmen of Chesterfield submit the following Report 


oe the fiscal year ending March 1, 1868 :-— 


RECEIPTS ON ACCOUNT OF 
gown Tax. 1860, 


oh 1861, 

1865, 

1866, 85 - 725 46 
Assessments for the year 1867, 10,160 64 
Wilder Harris tax omitted, 13 77 
Winchester Nat. Bank Stock Tax, 45 55 
savings Bank Tax, 179 80 
Railroad Tax, 18 34 
Loans for the temporary use of the town. 550 00 
U. S. Bounties, advanced by the town in 1365. 480 00 
Literary Fund, 45 00 

County Pauper Claims. 301 359 
Mary E. Streeter’s Note. 839 00 
[uterest. 21 44 
Use of Town Hall. 6 00 
Bridge Plank, 1 50 


Vash in Treasury, March 1, 1867. 393 88 


—_—— 


$14,276 77 


$13882 89 
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2 
PAYMENTS. 


ON ACCOUNT OF TOWN DEBTS. 


Town Notes. 

Town Bonds, 

Interest on Town Bonds, 

Sundry bills for Road expenses in 1866, 
Support of Town Paupers in 1866, 


TOWN PAUPERS. 


For Rachael Snow, 
Charles Smith, 
Luther Beal’s Children, 
‘Sarah E. Carey and Child, 
Ame Draper, 
Humphrey G. Albee, 
Nelson B. Norcross and Family. 


COUNTY PAUPERS. 
For Nathan Hildreth, 
Chloe Hildreth. 
Sally Eastman, 
‘Betsey Nash, 
Thankful Allen, 
Frank Barraby, 
Unknown Woman, 
Transient Persons. 


3995 70 
220 00 
211 20 


13 55° 


14 00 


149 39 
130 00 
66 25 
57 43 
32 00 
a2 
44 18 


298 46 
203 46 
93 93 
84 03 
78 71 
28 95 
oiean 
5 65 
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ROADS AND BRIDGFS. 


gridge Plank, Timber and Railing, 
Labor, 
Scrapers, 


TOWN OFFICERS. 
services of Selectmen, 
‘© Collector of Taxes, 
« & §, School Committee, 
« Town Treasurer, 
« & Town Clerk, 
«  &* Moderator, 


TOWN HOUSE. 


Ringing Bell and Care of House, 
Wood, 
Broom, 


SCHOOL DISTRICTS. 
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244 19 


283 25 


17 095 


1442 55 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


Coll. ‘Tax on Winchester Nat. Bank Stock, 


Stationery, postage and Revenue Stamps, 

200 Copies of School Manual, 

F. D. Cobleigh, Town Reports, 

Repairi ing Bur ying Yard, 

Services of Agent with nears 

Willis Stantord, Damages Sustained on 
Highway. 

Gerould, Richardson & Skinner, dam- 
ages sustained on Highway, 

J. Wilder Smith, damages sustained on 
Highway, 

Damage done by Dogs, 

Chesterfield Academy, as per vote of Town, 


45 
12°92 
8 00 
20 00 
3 50 
14 50 


5 00 


70 00 


12 00 
11 00 
50 00 


Expenses of Agt. in suit,Pown vs. Brokers, 75 00 


Selectmen’s expenses on ‘Town Business, 

Town Agent, for the purchase of Liquors, 
= . Salary, 

Loans for the temporary use of ‘Town. 

County Tax, 1 

State Tax, 2 

Non Resident Highway Receipts. 

Errors and abatements of Taxes, 

Discount on Taxes paid prior to Oct. 4, 

Due on Tax Bill, 1867. 

Cash in Treasury, 


. eae 


PM TER 
$0 18 
25.00 
j09 79 


O91 47 


693 75 
28 56 
11 14 

434 04 

688 00 

d14 d4 
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STATE OF THE TREASURY. MARCH 


LIABILITIES. 


Town Notes Payable, b6,976 58 
Town Bonds, 8,374 25 
Dog Tax Money, ; 140 00 
; ASSETS. 

Cash in Treasury, 514 54 
Tax Bi 1863, 7 24 

A: 1864, 11 23 

6 1865, 101 06 : 

‘i M68 1866; 117 53 

bie 85> T8675 688 00 925 06 
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(6.408 04 


—— 


$14,276 77 


L868. 


$20.490 35 
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ounty Pauper Claim. 234 73 

: Pp, Yeager’s Note, 80 60 . 

Deficiency. being actual town indebt- 

edness, 18.735 90 $20,490 85 


-_ —_ 


ESTIMATED EXPENSES FOR 1868. 


State Tax. $2,693 75 
County Tax. | 1,309 76 
Schools, 1,200 00 
Town Charges, 1,200 00 
Interest on Debt. 1,221 05 
Town Bond, 220 00 

$7,844 56 


Respectfully submitted, 
HENRY O. COOLIDGE, Selectmen 
EL] R. WELLINGTON, of 
FREDERICK L. STONE. J Chesterfield. 
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Report oF THE Town AGENT oF CHESTERFIELD, 


for the sale of Liquors for the year 1867. 


Received for Liquors sold from March 1, 1867, 


to March-1, 1868, 072 64 
Amount of Liquors on hand, March 2, 1868, 205 86 
$778 50 
Liquors on hand March 1, 1867, 67 61 
Paid for Liquors bought from March 1, 
1867, to March 1, 1868, 624 77 
Paid Government License, 25 00 
Paid Agent’s Salary, 25 00 $742 38 — 
Net profit to the town, $36 12 


R. G. TYLER, Agent. 
February 29, 1868. 


Subscribed and sworn to, before me, 
H. O. COOLIDGE, Justice of the Peace. 
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REPORT OF THE SCHOOLS 
IN CHESTERFIELD, 1867—8. 


PARENTS AND GUARDIANS :— | 
The law bids me report, at this time, the state of 
our schools for the year last past. In performing this duty, lL 
ll try to express neither praise nor blame, where they are not 
erited. I shall aim to express, honestly. my convictions of 


hat. is true. ; 
First, a specific report of each district in their order. The 
tatistical report will be found in the Town Clerk’s Office. 


District No.1. ‘The summer term was taught by Miss Ay- 
ca R. SPAULDING, an able and experienced teacher. The Reg- 
ster vives credit. for good moral deportment and habits of 
tudy. At the close, there was a good degree of promptness 
d accuracy in the recitations. And yet, your committee felt 
conviction that there had not been quite as close application 
study, by a part of the school, as was necessary to make all 
things appear in their brightest light. One-half the school had 
no tardy marks; the other half very few. 

Wimter term by Mr. Hartan GoopnHue. He seemed to 
spare no pains to make the exercises of the school room inter- 
esting and profitable. This was his first school. Another term of 
teaching would bring to him the advantage of some experience. 
The exercises at examination were well varied and worthy of 
edit. Yet a little more promptness, and a little less surface. 
Would have increased the credit. Some scholars had far to go 
and were often late. The Register counts 229 tardy marks, 
and 47 dismissals! A goodly number of parents were present 
at the examination, as an expression of their interest in the 
School. 
This district is to be commended for keeping their new house 
and premises free from all cuts, marks and defacings, within 
and without, neat as a family cottage. 


No.2. Summer term by Miss Roserra S. Crarn. A 
Very small school. but well instructed. At examination, the 
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scholars spoke clear and loud enough to be heard. They re: ad : 
correctly, and recited by subjects inde s»pendent of questions. No 
whispering, and not one tardy mark for the term. 


Second term taught by Miss Emma R. Herrick, 13 weeks, 
with good and happy success, as reported by the district. Your 
committee, by reason of sickness, did not visit this school. No 
whispering and no tardy marks, this term, also, the Register 
says. 


No. 3. The summer an winter terms taught by the same. 
person, Miss Emiry A. Auten. There was a marked improve- 
ment in this school at the close of each term. No district could 

.ask to have their children better taught. ‘The examination was 
critical, pleasant and progressive, to a charm. No whispering; §& 
and in summer no tardy mark. All was order, affection and 
success. The will of the teacher was the love of the scholars, ° 


No. 4. The summer term was under the care of Miss § 
Froka A. Hupearb, a native of the district, and a beginner in : 
the art of teaching. Yet she was useful to the little company: 
under her care. The Register gives credit for punctuality of 
attendance through the 1) weeks occupied. By a mistake in 
the time, your committee did not visit this school at the close, Fi 
and cannot speak definitely of the progress in study.” Four Bm 
scholars had no tardy mark. 


Winter term was under the care of Miss Fannie O. Tom. | 
as. Very few absences and tardy marks. Miss Thomas had ff 
experience, fidelity and success.” There was a marked improve- § 
ment in reading and spelling, and in recitations, at the close. — 
There was a lively interest by teacher and pupils. Generally, Bi 
those that had studied most and played the least in school, re-§ 
cited best. There was good order and no whispering. The 
parents of the district were nearly all present at the examina-_ 
tion. 


No.5. The summer term was taught by Miss Mary A. 
Mansy. ‘This school was well instructed, and their improve: 
ment good. The definitions and rules in arithmetic were- 
promptly recited. (eography was analyzed and well recited, © 
independent of questions from the teacher. There was spirit § 
and accuracy through the whole. Nine out of 14 scholars had | 
no tardy mark. Most of the parents visited the school during - 
the term; some at the examination. 


The winter term was under the care of Mr. B. F. Burks, | 
the teacher of the High School the preceding term. The term. 
of this schoo! began in hopeful prospects, but ended with no _ 
very cheering results. During the last half of the term there = 
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pears to have been more of crimination and recrimination 
of valuable study in the school room. Hence by the 
hes of one party and the wisdom of the other, the school 
osed sooner than was at first contemplated. The Register 
yes credit for 110 tardy marks and 30 dismissions; and that 
a school of less than 20 scholars! Unlucky district! may 
y look sharper, another time, for a teacher that is nearer per- 
jon, and be less ready to listen to, and magnify. “ tales out 
school.” Only one parent visited the school during the 


No. 6. The summer term was taught by Miss Sretia M. 
DDARD. Seven out of ten scholars had no tardy mark nor 
ission. The examination showed improvement in some 
dies. Geography and arithmetic were correctly recited. 
e good mottoes were recited by the smaller scholars. ‘Ihe 
der scholars read correctly, but younger ones badly. Whis- 
ing and disorder had the upper hand of propriety in this 
hool. This evil would not let the scholars study as they ought 
have done. ye © . 3 


Second term was taught by Miss Rosetta S. Ciark. Sev- 

n scholars had no tardy mark, and no dismission before school 

osed. Promptness and a good voice and good order charac- 

ized the examination of this school. No whispering. Arith- 

etic and Geography were recited independent of questions, in 

. The Lord’s prayer was learned by the members of this 
ool. A good lesson this. 


_ No.7. The summer term was taught by Miss Saran F. 
SPAULDING. ‘The examination of this school was among the 
est. There was variety in unity in the exercises. ‘There was 
mtire good order. Reading and spelling, recitations, and dec- 
amations were all conducted with great propriety, and entire 
atisfaction to your committee and pleasure to spectators. A 
goodly number of parents were present. Fifteen scholars had no 
ardy mark, and the other six but oneeach. —- ~* 


_ The winter term, by the same teacher; as competent, 
faithful and successful as in the first term. All were greatly 
lenefited by the teaching of this term, who sought to be bene- 
ited. There was no interruption to the quiet prosperity of this 
rm till near the close, when one of the pupils, somewhat ad- 
’anced in self-esteem, proposed to take turns with the teacher 
N governing the school. The teacher declined this proposal. 

€nce some controversy, for a time, arose, while an ‘* inferior 
Qurt” without decided in favor of the pupil! Appeal was at 
length made to your committee, who, as the ‘‘ Superior Court” 
i such matters, reviewed the former and gave verdict in favor 
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of the teacher. Thus rebellion was conquered, the controvergy 
ended, and the ‘‘ Federal Government” maintained. It is hoped. 
that ‘ reconstruction” will be built on the right basis; ang 
‘** secession,” in that district, no more raise its banner. :, 


No. 8. Summer term by Miss Emma C. Girson. Most 
the scholars in this school appeared to do their best. Affection. 
for their teacher and good order were very plainly to be seén. 
Two-thirds of the school had no tardy mark, and the other 
third but one apiece. Not one ease of whispering for the ternf! 
The recitations at the close were energetic, correct and distinét.: 
ly spoken. Some lessons of oral instruction were taught the 
smaller scholars, to their benefit. Two scholars from one fam- 
ily attended school less than three weeks of the’term. This :is 
a wrong to your children, ye parents. 7. 


Winter term by Miss AnGie M. BENNETT, an experienced 
teacher. According to Register, the marks of moral deport- 
ment and habits of study are below those of the former term. 
One-half the scholars have no tardy mark this term. The ex- 
amination was brief, but gave good proof of fidelity on the 
part of the teacher, and order and progress on the vart ot the 
pupils. Some of the recitations and declamations were excel- 
lent. A little more animation would have made them appear 
still better. oe 
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2Vo. 9. Sutimer term in charge of Miss Marrnua J. Dar- 
LING. This school, at ths beginning of the term, needed some 
new organization and haping. The second class read b: idly, 
They were inclined to slip over hard words, in a book too h: ud 
for them. But at the close of the term. there was an im- 
provement in reading, spelling, order and recitation. © A proof 
of diligence and good endeavors. One-half the school had no 
tardy marks and not one dismissal. A little more enthusiasm 
on the part of this teacher would make her more useful still in 
the school room. 
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Second term, by Mr. Hermon ©. Harvey. There has. 
been a gratifying improvement in this school, in order, punctu- 
ality and habit of study. Twenty out of twenty-five scholars 
had no tardy mark. Only two dismissals. The discipline of 
the school was good; and some careless drawling habits of the 
past have * sold out,” and a better stock taken in. Some of 
the reading and recitations, at the close, were excellent. and 
gave your committee much satisfaction. 
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No. 10. Summer term, by Miss Mary E. Swan. This 
teacher took much pains to benefit her school. Being skillful, 
faithful and pleasant. the improvement of the school. through 
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ewhole was good. Useful lessons aside from the book were 
4aght to the little ones. ‘Three scholars only had no tardy 
parks. ‘ 

Miss Emara R. Herrick had charge of the winter term ; 
nd with good success in the face of some difficulties. In the 
garly part of this term some breach of order occurred by the 
gwless and rude conduct of a very few of the older members, 
aither as principles or aids, which called for the inspection of 
our committee. The matter had a hearing, and conditions for 
e future were stated. Reform was promised. and reform was 
iifilled ; so that the school proceeded and closed successfully. 
At the examination, a part of the classes recited with a prompt- 
jess and accuracy rarely excelled. And the reading and recita- 
fions of a part, also, were on too low a scale for youth of their 
age ; yet a manifest improvement since a year ago. And the 
youngest class did not appear to have made the improvement, 
in their reading and spelling, which was due to them. Tardy 
marks, 74; dismissals, 34. Four only not tardy. 


No. 11. Miss ANcre M: BennétT had charge of this 
gehool of three scholars, for five weeks. None tardy, none dis- 
missed betore the hours were up. The teacher took good care 
of this school, and they learned finely. 


The winter term, by Miss Lucy J. Woopsury. This 
school of 5 scholars is small in number, but not in improve- 
ment. Miss W. gave proof of rare skill and fidelity in teach- 
ing. She tried to make the most of a little. ‘Lhe exercises in 
Geography, on outline maps, were fine. A little boy, six years 
old, made us astonished, as he pointed out and named islands. 
tapes, rivers, bays, oceans, etc., all over both hemispheres, as 
he had learned them orally from the lips of his teacher, 

o ~‘ 


_ No. 12. This school, for the summer term, was in the care 
ot Miss Leria E. Frercuer. a young teacher end without ex- 
iperience. Yet she applied herself to her task with diligence, 
and with commendable success. Some oral lessons were 
taught to the little ones, to their pleasure and benefit. 


H 


| The same teacher had charge of the second term, whicu 
‘Was an improvement upon the first. There was evidence, at 
the close, of fidelity and skill in teaching. One small class in 
reading and spelling had improved much. The recitations and 
declamations were conducted with propriety and good variety. 
One little boy, five years old, ‘spoke a piece,” to the admira- 
tion of all. There were less tardy marks, by 20, this term 
than in the former. | 
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No. 13. Miss Anna C. Campsecyt had charge of the 
Primary department, the summer term. She had the faculty of 


keeping this little band of learners in good order, progress and 


pleasure. Good moral sentiments were expressed in some of 


the declamations. A choir of littler girls sung a fine piece at 
the close. And one of that little choir was soon after sick and — 


died. I would that singing was introduced into all our schools. ~ 


In this school, not one tardy mark, and no whisperiug for the 
term. 3 


Miss Emma R. Herricx taught the Senior department. 


Good order, accurate, and prompt recitations characterized the — 


examination of this school. But the low tone of voice and in- 
articulate, diminished the interest in those who tried to hear, 


A goodly number of parents were present to express their in- i 


terest in the school. 


Winter term of the Primary department was in care of — 


Miss Carrie Perrcr, a beginner in the teacher’s art. She bad 
the sad disadvantage of imperfect health; and some of her 
pupils too were kept from school by sickness. These evils 
lowered, somewhat, the zeal and interest of this department. 
Yet, those who were present at examination, showed that their 
teacher had taken pains and btaproved them in reading: and 
spelling. ‘They voted, unanimonsty, that they came to school 
to learn and not to play. 


‘The Senior department, thi- term, was in the care of Miss 
EVELINE SWAN. 3 experienced and successful teacher. The 
closing exercises were an evidence that she had devoted he-self 
faithfully to the interests of her school. Some of the recits- 
tions were excellent. There are some very correct readers in 
this schoo}. And some, for their own sakes, need to improve 
their reading powers, so as not to be helped and prompted a! 
the way by their teacher. Andif these ever expect to’ be good 
readers, they must be content to read, for a while, in an easier 
book than the one they have tried of late to read in. When an 
easy book is easily read, then a harder one try, not before. In 
the school room, good order and a care for improvement were 
manifest. : 

No. 14. Both terms of this school were in the care of 
Miss Emiry J. Atuerron, Good order, no whispering, ne 
tardiness, and almost no absence from the school in either 
term! There was a marked improvement in reading and speli- 
ing, and in other branches. Some oral lessons were taught for 
the interest and benefit of the smaller scholars. At each ex- 
amination, the exercises were chiefly prompt. brief and cheerful. 
The pupils seemed to enjoy it. : 
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No. 15. Both terms of this school were in care of Miss 
+a M. Goopricn, a very young teacher, but giving signs of 
pprovement by experience. At the close of the first term, 
e reading was very good—the spelling imperfect. Other ex- 
arcises commendable. Habits of study marked as ordinary : 
@hich means they did not love study very well. 


“At the close of the 2d term, there was good order and a 
parked improvement in reading and spelling, and in recitation. 
few fine readers. One scholar only was not tardy. Two 
-g were absent, to escape the examination, I suppose, as they 
were the former term. 


SUMMARY. 


We have had 22 different teachers for the year. Seventeen 
of these belong in town. Six have taught two successive terms 
in different districts. One has taught three successive terms in 
different districts. Five have taught . two successive terms in 
the same district. About three-fourths of the 22 teachers el- 
ployed possess natural qualifications for the teacher’s calling. 
and about one-fourth would be wiser if they sought some other 
calling. : 


QUALIFICATION OF TEACHERS. 


What I have said on this subject in my former reports, and 
in the Manual, lately prepared for the use of teachers and oth- 
ers, need not here be repeated. But, O ye pedagogues and all 
that would be such, will you read them again? And! will you 
remember that not every human form that can read a book is 
able to preside weld ina school room. A cold and selfish heart, 
‘and stiff and repulsive manners were never designed for such a 
station. 


But a successful teacher of children and youth needs an 
‘unselfish heart, an open countenance, easy manners, a lively 
'step, a sharp eye, ‘* good common sense,” Job’s patience, and 
Yankee ingenuity. With a proper share of these qualifications, 
you will meet the varied dispositions and wants of the school 
‘room happily. You will then win the children to your will and 
favor, and induce thém to study and learn for your sake, if not 
‘for theirown. Buta person whose mind and manners were not 
formed for school teaching should be content to let that busi- 
ness alone, and, without a murmur, leave it to others. 
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SOME EVILS AND IMPROVEMENTS SUGGESTED. 


It is an evil to be lamented, that so many of our scholarg 
feel that their time of going to school is up when they are 14 
or 15 years old. Going out at so early a period, with only a: 
little education, they are unfitted, in the best sense, to perform’ 
the duties of respectable and useful citizens. They will always_ 
feel the néed of some one to lead and advise them. And further, 
this has 4 tendency to diminish the interest of the younger por- | 
tion that remain a little longer in school. It is one cate that 
keeps our schools so very small and lonely, all waiting for thé - 
time of their freedom also. ‘4 


Neglect of the spelling book, your committee ba. noticed 
in some schools. Some classes feel it below their honor to re-- 
cite lesson in a book that they learned their ABCsin 9 And 
some teachers have yielded to these conceited whims, and let 
their classes slide along in half ignorance of the punctuation, — 
abbreviations, sounds of the letters, etc. This matter needs re- 
form in some schools. 

Penmanship, too, is looked upon in some schools, and by 
some teachers, as atrouble to be got rid ot. “Can't stop to 
write,” think they, ‘“‘so many other studies to attend to” What 
a sorry figure is a personin New England, that can hardly 
write his or her name decent! And there are many such. The 
statute law requires writing to be taught in our schools no_ less 
than reading and spelling. 


Four of our schools, the past term, have entirely neglected 
writing. And some few of our teachers need improve their own 
hand writing, before teaching another school. 


Another evil in our schools is the propensity of parents to 
push their children into classes above their grade. As if it 
would make a child, six years old, a finished scholar, to read, or 
try to read “in the first class!’ They are hurried on in name, 
if not in merit, to do everything quickly, before they are fourteen. 
This influence, trom without, is a conceited wisdom, injurious to | 
the scholar, and troublesome to the teacher and committee. The 
scholar, too, isignorantly fond of being classed above his real 
merit. Hecan hardly wait his time, to be fitted well, for a 
higher grade; but must into it, without fit. The aspiring boy 
oftener asks himself, ‘‘when shall I be a man? than how much 
of a man shall I be?” 


Parents, too, often take sides with their children against the, 
teacher. To talk in the presence of children about the real or 
supposed errors of a teacher is death to the spirit and prosperity 
of the school for one term. ‘Children catch the spirit of dis- 
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lpntent.” and are wiser than their teachers or parents at once. 
falking thus with the children, and with others publicly, or in 
onclave, makes little errors grow like mustard seed sown in a 
‘jd. ‘‘ There is a more excellent way.” 


Your Committee is of opinion that No. 13 would do well to 
pair their house, and combine their two departments of schol- 
fys in one. ‘This course would save the evil of one department 
interfering with the other; and is would give longer terms, or 
more time for the children to attend school. One skillful and 
ficient teacher. it is believed, would so classify as to teach and 
govern the whole quite as well as one-half. One large nation 
lyell governed is more safe and prosperous, usually, than it 
would be divided, and under two administrations, side by side. 


Une more suggestion. Some teachers have complained, and 
‘our committee has wondered, that almost all the school houses 
in this town are destitute of such an article of furniture as a 
shovel or tongs, to stir the fire withall! Only think of the con- 
|yenience, my triends, of having nothing but a poker to turn the 
Ibrands in your own stove at home. all winter. Let us no more 
vex the teachers and fire wardens, at school, because they have 
nothing but a stick to move the fire and ashes with. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, by 


Your School Comniittee, 
J. HALL. 


Cursrerrivip, March, 1868. 
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